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General Identify Information

As a counselor educator, I would like to inspire my students to invest in their own learning. I hope to share with students a passion to journey through their academic adventure side by side. Finding in me a secure base where they feel free to explore, as well as offer a welcoming return to a safe harbor if they feel uncertain or need further input and encouragement.

Pedagogy Description

In order to do this, I will need to take into consideration the different student variables that account for learning such as developmental stage, learning style, attachment style, and life experiences. Because there will most certainly be diversity among my students, I would take an active teaching approach in a culturally sensitive way that includes presenting materials didactically, experientially, and through assigned research involvement to apply what they are learning. Additionally, encouraging students to dig deeper on their own to follow interests, then share with the class and interact not only with me as the instructor but with their fellow students as well. 

Practical Evaluation

As I plan the courses for my students, I will keep in mind the end goal as well as seek out what their personal goals for the course might be. I would work to use the CACREP standards to design a course that will fulfill the requirements for the degree and reference the dispositions outlined by Liberty University to ensure appropriate professional development as well. The use of appropriate test materials and assignments will be chosen for not only ease of administration, but for accuracy in interpreting the students' comprehension and ability to apply the learned materials. In addition, for evaluation of student learning, offering clear expectations and rubrics at the start of the class should help students focus on the skills needed.  While each subject area is important for the students to master, I hope that my students master the ability to direct their own learning and take responsibility for ensuring their understanding of the material. I would like to see my students gain mastery of research as well as clarity in their writing to be able to demonstrate their ability to display what they learn. I would then take this one step further and challenge them to demonstrate what they have learned.

As with any endeavor, seeking feedback from both students and peers is important to continue to improve and remain relevant. To dig deeper into feedback, I would offer opportunities for my students to meet with me one on one to discuss their learning experience, how I could be more helpful to them and what areas they felt were presented well and which areas need improvement. With this information, I can work to hone my teaching to be engaging and evolving with the needs of my students.

Connecting with Students

In the past, I have had many varied classroom teaching experiences starting over 30 years ago as a middle school substitute teacher. To survive this environment, I learned very quickly to get to know the names of each of my students. This lesson has stuck with me over the years and has served me well, as I meet new people and students. When a student knows that you know their name there is a better connection and an aspect of respect. Further, I would like to learn more about my students' dreams and desires for their future as counselors. Then I can help them on their journey, walking beside them as they take their next steps toward that dream.


